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Sunday, December 16th  
5 pm – Evensong with Reception 

 

Sunday, December 23rd 

8 am  – Holy Eucharist 
9:15 Christmas Pageant 
11:00 – Holy Eucharist 

 

Sunday, December 23rd  
5 pm – 7 pm  

Pizza and Greening of the Church 
Caroling and Christmas cookies 

 

Monday, December 24th 
5 pm Holy Eucharist 

10:30 pm –  Christmas Music 
11:00 – Choral Eucharist 

 

Tuesday, December 25th 
11 am – Holy Eucharist 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 6th:  EPIPHANY CELEBRATION  
8 AM – HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE I 

10 AM – HOLY EUCHARIST& RITE 13 
11:15 AM – EPIPHANY CELEBRATION 

(with three-bean cake and a story time, for all ages) 
 

Sunday, December 2nd 
Senior Youth wreath pick-up 

 all services 

NOTE SPECIAL SERVICE TIMES  
December 30th      -      8:00 and 10:00  

January 6th - 8:00 am service and 10:00 am Rite 13 service 
11:15 – Epiphany Celebration 

 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 13TH 
The 3 service schedule resumes: 8 am, 9 am and 11 am 



 
 

 
  
 

I guess there are two ways to look at it.  When you know a guest is on the way and in short order you 
will be welcoming someone into you home, you can rush about the place like a whirlwind, dusting and cleaning 
and mopping and straightening, so that all is perfectly in order when your visitor appears, all looks just right, 
every item in its place, none of the dust and dirt and pile-up of everyday living.  Or you can settle back and 
breathe easy, maybe take a few minutes to tidy up, not worrying too much about appearances, and just be 
yourself, trusting that your guest will understand the demands of everyday life and has the kindness to accept 
you as you are, overlook any imperfections, and just be glad to be with you. 
 
 Well, in the season of Advent, we recall that someone is indeed on the way.  “Christ will come again” 
we say nearly every Sunday in the Eucharist.  Now for some, that thought may lead to a lot of anxiety, a lot of 
running around and getting ready, cleaning out the proverbial imperfections of our hearts, trying to appear 
perfectly prepared, with none of the dust and dirt and pile-up of everyday struggles with life and faith.  But in 
this season of Advent might I suggest another way? 
 
 Attend to your spirit and your faith.  Relax a little.  Breathe easy.  Take your time.  No need to overdo it 
trying to get your proverbial house in order.  This guest we expect to arrive any time now already knows us as 
we are.  But it may not hurt to tidy up a bit before he arrives.  Ponder the meaning of Jesus’ birth and the 
prospect of his return.  Consider how your life needs to change in order to live more faithfully.  Trinity Church 
will offer several opportunities for prayer in Advent on weekdays and evenings and Sundays, and these are 
good times to overcome all the commercial Christmas “stuff” out there with some quiet time for the soul and 
some focus upon the real meaning of Advent and Christmas.      The Rev. Tom Cook 

________________________________________ 
 

 “HOW DO WE KNOW WHAT SCRIPTURE TO READ ON A SUNDAY  MORNING?” 
THE REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY COMES TO TRINITY CHURCH 

 
Each week, Sunday by Sunday, members of the Episcopal Church hear the Holy Scriptures in our shared 

worship.  And on any given Sunday, we know that other Episcopalians throughout the country are likely sharing 
with us in the hearing of that same Word.  The secret to this coordinated hearing is the Lectionary in the Book of 
Common Prayer, a three year cycle of readings for each Sunday of the Church year and for many Holy Days as 
well, such as Christmas Day or Holy Week.�
 
 Beginning on December 2, 2007 ---the First Sunday of Advent --- we extend that mutual hearing of 
God’s word well beyond our own congregation and even our own Episcopal Church when we replace our 
current Lectionary with the use of the Revised Common Lectionary.  The RCL (as it is known for short) is the 
result of many years of ecumenical work by the Consultation on Common Texts, an organization of churches 
that desire to draw the Christian community more tightly together through the shared experience of the hearing 
of Holy Scripture.  Through the use of the RCL, we will know on any given Sunday that throughout most 
mainline Protestant Churches and the Roman Catholic Church, we are likely hearing the same stories of Christ 
and same teachings of the Bible as other Christians.  It is simply another way we can share faith in common, 
even amongst our denominational diversity. 
 
 The shift to the RCL brings no changes to the order of our worship.  Things will appear and sound as 
they always have on a Sunday morning.  Yet know that the readings themselves, the stories you will hear of 
salvation and God’s will for us in Jesus Christ, are being heard by millions of other Christians that same day. 
 
 May Trinity Church and our fellow Christians throughout the world be blessed in this hearing.  



 
 
 
  

 

                               Year to Date                              OCTOBER 
RECEIPTS ACTUAL BUDGET ACTUAL BUDGET 
Total Income 337,641 333,077 31,067 42,343 
EXPENSES     

Total Expenses 352,601 371,193 37,378 36,751 
               *Copies of the complete treasurer’s report are available through the office. 
 
 
 

 
  
 
Memorial contributions and thank-offerings to the music fund help Trinity Church to maintain a 
quality music program.  These contributions, acknowledged in the Christmas bulletin, are particularly 
appreciated at Christmas. 
 

Everyone, adults and children, are welcome to come Sunday evening, December 
23rd at 5PM to assist in the greening of the Church and/or Christmas caroling, 
along with a light dinner. Donations of fresh greens are needed.  They should be 
left in the memorial garden during the week before the Greening.  Also, people 
should bring gardening gloves, and pruners or clippers.  Approximate schedule: 
5:00 Greening of the Church, 6:00 Pizza dinner, 6:30 Caroling in the church. 
Contact Gale Donoghue, Bella Englebach (lead greener), or Heather Koelle 
(carol leader) if you have any questions. 

 
 
 
 
New members will be welcomed at a brunch to be held at the Rectory on Sunday, January 20th after the 
11AM service (approximately 12:15PM). The event will be hosted by the Vestry. All persons who 
have joined (or re-joined) Trinity within the past year are invited to attend. 

The Trinity Choir will sing a service of choral Evening Prayer for the season of 
Ad vent on Sunday afternoon, December 16th, at 5 pm. This service of praise, prayer 
and readings is sung by candlelight,  This yea r’s service will inc lude music by 
Swee linck, Goudime l, Victoria, Franz Biebl and Herbert Howells, including the  
lat ter’s Collegium Regale Magnificat and Nunc Dim ittis.  A reception in honor of our 
cho risters will follow the service.  Please p lan to make t ime in the m idst of the pre-
Christmas bedlam to join us in prayer and meditation at this festal service. Jim Smith  

PRAYERS:  Bob, Brownie Ulrich, Douglas Williams, Rafael Torch, Richard 
Kunkel , Gertrude Max, Dick Rowan, Jean Ritter, David Levine, Laurie, Warren 
Skipp, Susan Anderson, Rose McCarthy, Joe Hampel, Hilda Arnold, Jack DePrau, 
Sabrina Hammerlund and Kevin Hogan.  For Deirdre Whitfield , deacon and 
seminarian of Trinity Church, and for her family, while she studies for the priesthood at 
General Theological Seminary in New York City.  For healing for families living with 
substance abuse issues.  For those in Military Service to the nation, and for our Allies, 
that they may be sustained in times of trial.  And for our enemies, that they, with us, may 
come to know peace. 



 
 

 
Dec. 9th -  Trinity's outreach programs - Mary Laxton , vestry chair 

Dec. 16 th- Anglican issues, part II –  Rev. Tom Cook 
 

Highlights in January:  
Jan. 13th and 20th - Helen North, Professor Emeritus, Swarthmore College,  

exploring the theme of Celtic Christianity. 
 

  
 

 
 

Saturday, January 5th  - 12th Night of Christmas Open House at the Rectory 
Sunday, January 6th  -  Epiphany celebration  at 11:15 am 

                          Taizé at the College at 5 pm 
Sunday, January 20th – Newcomers’ Brunch at the Rectory at 12:30 pm 

                                               Martin Luther King “Night” of Service Youth lock-in 
Monday, January 21st - Martin Luther King, Jr., Youth Group Work Day in Chester from 9 am to 1 pm 

Friday, January 25th – Tempesta di Mare at 8 pm 
 
 
 
 

The annual special opening of the Thrift Shop will take place Sunday, Dec. 2nd from 9 am til 12:30 pm.  
The shop will be brimming with Christmas items and crafts that we have been collecting all year.  
Bargains galore for your early shopping pleasure.   
 

The remainder of the December sales schedule is as follows: Friday, Dec. 7th and Dec. 14th, 8:30 to 
1:30 pm.  CLOSED UNTIL January, 2008.  
 

Any donations of holiday items must be in by November 20th.  And we would greatly appreciate it if 
all clothing items could be saved until after December 15th (unless they are holiday related.  
Remember, we do not take any computers or related items.  Thanks for your help.     Sophia 
Martinson 
 
 

 
 

 
 This traditional Trinity event will be held Tuesday, February 5 (which will be earlier 

than usual this year) from 5 to 7PM, the evening before Ash Wednesday when we 
“feast before we fast”. Besides alternate flavor pancakes and other tasty treats, there 
will be musical entertainment, shopping at the Thrift Shop and an evening of 
fellowship. All men of the parish are encouraged to help put on this event, assisted by 
the Youth Group. Tickets will be $6 for adults, $3 for youth/children, or $15 for 
families. Proceeds from the event will go towards a Youth Group program planned for 
next summer. Community members and College students are welcome as well. 
Starting in January, purchase tickets and sign up to help at the event at the back of the 
church after each service or at the church office. Call Executive Chef, Bill Shields
(610-565-5414), or Fellowship Chairman, Dick Koelle (610-566-4087), if you have 
any questions. Please be part of this enjoyable evening. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
I want to thank everyone who participated in the fall stewardship discussion and events.  This is not 
a solo effort; we all share the responsibility for being good stewards of and for Trinity.  I felt it was 
important--not to mention instructive--to share preliminary information gleaned from the green 
surveys you filled out as part of the stewardship materials mailing.  I received only 20 back (it's 
never too late to fill one out and make your voice heard), but these 20 were very instructive.  Here's
a glimpse of the answers (lists are in no particular order): 
 
A majority of respondents felt a congregation could “accomplish anything” or could, at least, 
“under the right circumstances”.  Favorite things about Trinity centered on the people, music, 
fellowship, worship and Tom and Joyce.  Young families would be drawn to Trinity for the Sunday 
School, youth programs, 9 AM service, and the Lenten pot luck suppers!  Programs that no one 
would want to see reduced or eliminated included the Adult Forum; Thrift Shop; choirs; three 
services; and outreach programs, especially St Mary's, Chester.  By the way, many of the 20 surveys 
indicated that you felt we had too few outreach efforts and there was room for more!  And all 
but two surveys showed that the operating budget and bill paying should NOT be the centerpiece of 
the pledge drive.  (That's very encouraging!)  Many of you had never thought about the three Ts of 
stewardship as being a form of worship.  Only one person was interested in Direct Deposit for 
pledges, but at least half would be interested in a Planned Giving workshop.  Most of you went 
along with the idea of ranking yourself as "wealthy" (this skewed set-up was on purpose to have us 
all think outside the label of middle-class...). 
 
You had wonderful ideas as to what to do with $100,000 with no strings.  A sampling: invest it and 
give the income solely to outreach programs; renovate Parish Hall; ramp up Chester ministries; 
renovate the ABC House; more special music; refurbish the organ; adopt a Millennium 
Development Village.  "Dream" ministries ran from hiring an assistant priest for more youth 
development programs; supporting more acolytes; more outside guest speakers for adult education;  
to a bigger presence in Chester. 
 
Reasons that Trinity is important to you were predictable, but it's nice to be reminded: fellowship, 
spiritual renewal, life anchor/foundation, community of worshippers, youth programs, access to 
wonderful live music, clarity of focus for living, crisis support, tradition....  And finally, the list of 
self-identified, God-given talents is simply amazing: home, family, and friends; hope; full life with 
God as the balance; health; ability to be of help when needed; good education; patience with 
children; ability to sing; organizational skills; abundant energy; common sense; enthusiasm; 
financial security; artistic talent; cooperation; leadership abilities; and compassion.
 
Watch for a Stewardship pledge update in the first Chronicle of 2008! 
 
We are truly blessed to have this particular church in our path! 
 
Susan Warren, Vestry Stewardship Chair 



 

As we approach this blessed and busy season of Advent, the lower Sunday school has been a very busy 
group.   
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Again a big thank you for the gargantuan efforts of our Sunday school teachers.  As mentioned, our classes are 
very wonderfully well attended this fall, but this can create a challenge for the teachers.  Parents please continue 
to reach out to the teachers, they appreciate your offers to help in the classroom and bring snacks.   
 

We wish everyone a very blessed Advent season, may you find the ability to help your children keep the Christ in 
Christmas.   
 

Please contact Church School Co-Chairs Robin Shields and Anne Hollyer with questions or to volunteer to help. 
Robin can be reached at rshields55@yahoo.com or 610.565.5414, and Anne can be reached at 
abhjwh@comcast.net or 610.891.0291. 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming dates are as follows: 
  

Sunday Dec. 2nd:  Casting for the pageant will be done during Sunday School classes 
  

Sunday, Dec. 9th & Sunday, Dec. 16th:  Additional casting and rehearsals will be held in Parish Hall, 
immediately after Sunday School classes, for approximately 1/2 hour. Costume fittings will be 
done at these times. 
  

Saturday, Dec. 22nd, 9-10:30AM:  Dress rehearsal with the musicians will be held in the church 
  

Sunday, Dec. 23rd, 9:00:  Service: pageant performance 
  
All Sunday School children are encouraged to participate. Speaking and non-speaking roles are available.  Parent 
coaches & helpers are always needed. Please contact the directors with any questions. Be part of one the most 
joyous & fun events of the Trinity Christmas season! 
                Larry Ehmer, Paul Oestreich,  Bill Shields 

We hope to see all parishioners at the annual Advent wreath making workshop 
on Sunday December 2nd at 9:45 am in the parish hall.  In lieu of Sunday 
school classes, we will be making advent wreaths with fresh greens to be used 
through the season for added prayer and devotion. Please bring fresh greens, 
clippers  or any decorative items you’d like to add to your wreath.  Wreath 
forms and fresh advent candles will be available for purchase. Thank you to 
K risten Goldbach-Ehm er and Jennifer Donlevie for coordinating this 
lo vely Trinity tradition.   

You may have noticed Beth Naughton-Beck’s fabulous efforts to coordinate some recent 
outreach projects.  The Sunday school children (and many others) collected a huge barrel full of 
food items to donate to City Team Ministries in Chester.  There was a great abundance of 
donations and we appreciate everyone’s support.  Beth also coordinated the energy of the Sunday 
school children to write cards and letters to the shut-in members of our parish.  They will be 
receiving a packet of the children’s adorable greetings and good wishes very soon.  Thank you,
Beth,  for all your help… 

Of course no advent season would be complete with out the Annual Tr inity Children’s Christmas 
pageants.  The pre-K/K class will perform their very own special pageant on Sunday, December 
16th during their Sunday school class time.  Complete with baaing “sheep” and a “donkey”, the 
older children’s pageant will take place during the December 23 9:00 service.   Many hands are 
essential to coordinate this highlight of Trinity’s Christmas season.  We can’t wait.  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
AFRICAN TEAM MINISTRIES - Thanks to parish support, we sold  $815 worth of 
crafts, jewelry, and accessories for the benefit of ministries in East Africa! A special 
thanks to Greg Piscorik, Ashley Nagle, and Sue Warren, sales assistants, for helping 
out!                    Ann Hubben 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Many Thanks to Ginny Davis for providing the light refreshments at the November 4th Adult Forum 
Stewardship Presentation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Many Thanks to all who participated in the annual Turkey Dinner  held 
Sunday evening, November 18th in the Parish Hall: To Organizer Jean 
Arnold  and the ever-present Greg Piscorik; to carvers Paul 
Oestreich, Harry Toland, and Jim Walls; to Kitchen helpers Carol 
Hann, Lisa Hann, Barb Birney, Jay Gillespie, Michael Homans, 
Agnes Wozniak, Letitia Jeavons, June Clifford, Ann Hubben, 
Ashley Nagle, Mary DeBoer,  Mike and Kipa Sharpfish, Johanna 
Laxton, Joe, Jon, and Jordan German, Christa Oestreich, Mike Whitfield, and Brendan 
Whitelaw;  to the Tolands, Hanns, Laxtons, Foxes, Abels, and Koelles who contributed turkeys; to 
Barbara St.John, Mel Sutherland, Anne Martenson, Sue Warren, Kristen Goldbach-Ehmer, 
Linda Sauer, Billie Hebble, Lois Johnston, Jo Burns, as well as well as many of those previously 
named, who brought salads, side dishes and/or desserts; to Heather Koelle, who provided us with 
musical ambiance; to Suzanne West, who provided the impressive seasonal decorations; and to 
whomever else assisted and we inadvertently omitted from these acknowledgements. The event was 
attended by 112 persons, including a number of new members. Gross receipts were $500; the Proceeds 
will go to St. Mary’s Food Cupboard in Chester for Christmas turkeys to be given to needy families. It 
was an enjoyable Fellowship event with a meaningful Outreach impact. 
   

I just want to say a great big THANK YOU to everyone who participated in the Sunday 
School Outreach Program's Food Drive. City Team Ministries just picked up the 
overflowing barrel of food and expressed much appreciation to everyone especially with 
the upcoming holiday!  Thanks again!!                                                       Beth Naughton 



 
 

 

The trip will be open to Rite 13, J2A and YACs.  We will need 20 people (kids and adults) to 
be able to take advantage of a discount price.  
          

YOUTH GROUP SKI TRIP for Rite 13, J2A and YACs!!!  
 

When: February 2 - 3, 2008 
Where: Shawnee Mountain in the Poconos  Cost: 
$139 per person (scholarships available) 
What's included: 

·  lodging (Hotel style with swimming pool)  
·  lift tickets 
·  rental equipment (ski or snowboard)  
·  one 1 1/2 hour group lesson (no excuses that you don't know how to ski!!)  
·  2 hours of snow tubing on Saturday night  
·  dinner Saturday, breakfast and lunch on Sunday 

We will need 20 participants in order to take advantage of this group rate.  There will be scholarships 
available; please call Barbara Nagel (610-543-0567) for more information.  If you are interested in 
participating and need a scholarship, we MUST hear from you by Sunday, December 9th. 
 
SIGN UP BY SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9th SO THAT WE CAN MAKE A RESERVATION!! 

Barbara Nagel 
 

 
 
 
They're Back! Church Bulletins: Thank God for church ladies with typewriters. These sentences actually 
appeared in church bulletins or were announced in church services.  Submitted by Gene Martenson . 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The sermon this morning: "Jesus Walks on the Water."  The sermon tonight: "Searching for Jesus." 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The peacemaking meeting scheduled for today has been canceled due to a conflict. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Scouts are saving aluminum cans, bottles and other items to be recycled. Proceeds will be used to cripple 
children. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Please place your donation in the envelope along with the deceased person you want remembered. 

 
 

 
 


